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About CARPIN 
The Caribbean Poison Information Network is located in the College of 
Health Sciences, University of Technology, Jamaica.

In operation between 2005- 2021

Mission excerpt

“Advocating for policies that will protect the health and welfare of the 
most vulnerable and at risk populations to poisoning.”

Contact: carpin@utech.edu.jm



Regional Chemical Issues 

Public Health and 
chemical data

Population Culture 
towards chemicals

Inadequate/ Absence of

1. Surveillance
2. Epidemiology data
3. Risk Assessment

Predisposing Factors

1. Knowledge
2. Perception
3. Behavior



Regional Chemical Issues 

Chemicals in 
Environment

Poison Centres 

Contamination

1. Air
2. Soil
3. Water
4. Food

Absence of Regional 
Poison Surveillance 
network, which could be a 
source of tracking 
chemical 
incidence/prevalence.



Regional Chemical Issues 

https://www.sciencelearn.org.nz/resources/364-poisons-and-toxins

Where are the  data on these 
Indicators ?

Chemical exposure

1. # of chemicals exposure, acute and chronic
2. Ratio of male to female affected by exposure 
3. # associate disease/ toxins as per chemical types
4. Morbidity: # disease development
5. # Mortality
6. # Disability



Regional Chemical Issues 

Capacity Building and Funding: What is 
available?

1. Training, Research (specific to local context).
2. Technical Experts: Medical Toxicology, International Policy

1. Infrastructure:laboratories capacity
2. Finance for sustainability



Regional Chemical Issues 

Chemical Industry

Are not held accountable 
for highly toxic/
Hazardous Chemical in 
products, that affect 
health and the 
environment.

For 

Chemicals in products

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These member states are Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Montserrat (a British overseas territory in the Leeward Islands), Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, and Trinidad and Tobago.
associate member states : The Cayman Islands, Bermuda, British Virgin Islands and the Turks and Caicos,  Anguilla



Regional Chemical Issues 

Policy & Regulation
What is implemented? International Conventions & Agreements

Are signatory Countries committing to 
agreements ?

1. Chemicals in: Toys, Pesticides,Paint, 
Electronics, Plastics...

2. Local and Regional Standards
3. Global Harmonizing System of 

Classification
4. Enforcement
5. Monitoring and Evaluation



Policy Framework: What should it include?

Robust Chemical Regulations & 
Policies, Industry Compliance

What will it achieve?
Less Toxic Environment to achieve SDGs targets  
1, 3, 5, 6, 12, 13, 17

Accountability, enforcement, 
transparency,sustenance, human 
rights to health and wellbeing 



CARICOM should consider:

1. Developing  legal frameworks that regulate all  chemicals of public health significance. 
Less toxic chemicals or alternative be used.

2. Establish regional Chemical Surveillance System amongst member states.
3. Establish Poison Centers in member states.
4. Create infrastructures and expertise in chemical monitoring and testing.
5. Regulate Chemical industry to exercise due diligence in human rights to health and well 

being from chemical toxins.

Recommendations 



Question and Answer
???

Thanks for your attention
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